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at least simple and comprehensible, the science of augury consists of a 
complicated system of devices corresponding to no reality whatever. Thus 
a girl born on a Sunday under the sign Sagittarius, in November, will be 
short in stature, pretty, gentle, intelligent, circumspect, and gay under all 
circumstances. She will have cherry lips, be separated from her parents 
and her friends, and will die of heart-sickness far from her home. She will 
become a widow, and be abandoned by her husband ; will have the small- 
pox, will weep over one of her children, and must be on her guard against 
a cruel enemy ; she will be sick at the age of 2, 5, 8, 9, 15, 29, 39, 52, and 65 
years ; if she recovers, she will live to be 92. During her illness, she must 
say a mass in the name of Saint George and Saint Friday, and will rub her- 
self with oil taken from the lamps of these saints. When one thinks of 
the attention paid to these predictions, and of the reputation and fortune 
won by the doctors who expounded them, he is indeed tempted to say that 
all is vanity. 

In the second of the books mentioned, the author sets forth his opinions 
on the subject of popular traditions, namely, that the distinctive character 
of each people is to be sought for in these. He attaches especial value to 
Lithuanian tales, which he considers to be "full of an elevated morality." 
This people he considers remarkable for the primitive character of its 
traditions, and thinks that in this manner can be proved " the superiority 
of the manners of ancient times over the perverse manners of actual so- 
cieties." Dr. Veckenstedt, while discountenancing the views of those phi- 
lologists who wish to derive all mythology from the Sanscrit roots, has his 
own system of explanation, — thus Tannhauser, a form of Odin, is the wind 
who makes music with the trees ; Achilles, whose son and double Neoptole- 
mos or Pyrrhus invented the Pyrrhic dance, is the torrent which dances 
down the cliff, etc. It is not now possible to notice further these views, to 

which we may at some future time return. 

W.W.N. 
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